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Interdepartment 
Correspondence Sheet 

City of Cincinnati 
 

Date:  March 11, 2003 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
To: Mayor and Members of City Council 
 
From: Valerie A. Lemmie, City Manager 
 
Copies to: David J. Krings, County Administrator 
 
Subject: CONVENTION CENTER EXPANSION: PROGRESS REPORT #5 

 
This is the latest progress report on the Convention Center expansion and renovation.  
From this point on this report will be issued bimonthly.  This report is forwarded to Mr. 
Krings in order to keep the County informed of the project's progress.  In addition, 
members of the Convention Facilities Authority also receive the report. 
 
1. Convention Facility Authority 
 

A. The City and the County conducted three orientation sessions for new CFA 
board members in February.  CFA members were briefed on the status of the 
Convention Center expansion and renovation project and their duties and 
responsibilities. 

B. The CFA's first organizational meeting occurred on February 28, 2003. The CFA 
elected officers and passed a number of resolutions including the adoption of 
the City/County MOU. Minutes from the meeting are attached to this report. 
Newly elected and appointed officers include: 

1. Dan Meyer, Chairperson 
2. Kathy Wagner, Vice Chairperson 
3. Eric Kearney, Treasurer 
4. Bill Moller, Assistant Treasurer 
5. Tim Riordan, Secretary 
6. Eric Stuckey, Assistant Secretary 
7. Mark Schutte, Development Oversight Committee Representative 

C. City and County staff are working to develop appropriate agreements, 
contracts, leases, financing plans for the CFA to implement all of the items in 
the Memorandum of Understanding between the City and the County. 



2 

 
2. Public Information 
 

The communications team developed a strategic plan for the public information 
campaign about the Convention Center renovation and expansion, which has 
been reviewed by the City and the GCCVB.  
 

3. WCPO Relocation 
 

A. WCPO TV has demolished the former Museum of Natural History on Gilbert 
Avenue.  Construction of their new facility has commenced and is on schedule. 

B. There are existing easements on the WCPO TV property purchased by the City 
for the expansion that need to be released.  An ordinance to release these 
easements will be submitted to City Council in March. 

 
4. Project Management 
 

A. City staff have reached a tentative agreement with Cinergy for a chilled water 
substation within the Convention Center.  The Administration will submit an 
ordinance authorizing the City Manager to enter into such an agreement at 
such time mutually agreeable terms have been finalized between Cinergy and 
the City. 

B. The 50% completed Design Development of the project will be presented to 
the City's Urban Design Review Board on March 18, 2003. 

C. A coordination meeting was held with the Greater Cincinnati Convention and 
Visitor's Bureau and downtown hotels to review booked events at the Center 
during its renovation and to keep meeting planners informed about the status 
of the project. 

 
5. Corporate Contributions 
 

The Cincinnati Business Committee is in the process of collecting the private 
contributions.  The project will be receiving the funds over the life of the 
design/construction period (2002-2006).  At this time, contributions of $1.64 
million have been received from 13 companies. 

 
6. Equity Fund Loan 
 

The CFA has approved the Equity Fund letter of intent at their organizational 
meeting on February 28, 2003.  A formal agreement now needs to be entered 
into between the Cincinnati Equity Fund and the Convention Facilities Authority 
(CFA). 
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7. Naming Rights 
 

The City has retained legal counsel, Bricker & Eckler LLP, to assist with the 
Cinergy naming rights contract development.  The Administration will be 
bringing an ordinance forward authorizing the City Manager to enter into such 
an agreement when the terms have been finalized. 

 
8. GCCVB Commitment 
 

Preliminary meetings held between representatives of the NKCVB and GCCVB 
indicate that the GCCVB commitment of $1 million a year for 10 years will be 
difficult to obtain. 
 

9. Center Operation and Contracts 
 

The Administration is in the process of reviewing performance measures for the 
Convention Center and the GCCVB. 

 
10. Commitment from the State 
 

The City project team is in the process of working with the City, County, 
Chamber of Commerce, and the CBC to secure a signed Letter of 
Understanding between these entities confirming that requesting funds from 
the State for the Convention Center will be the highest priority in the State 
Capital Budget for the 2005-2006 biennium.  

 
11. SBE Commitment 
 

The next SBE/MBE/WBE outreach program is planned to be held for the Urban 
League in early April. 

 
12. Items to be Presented to City Council 
 

A. Ordinance to release easements on the City-owned WCPO TV property (March 
12, 2003) 

B. Ordinance to enter into an agreement with Cinergy for the operation of a 
chilled water substation (Spring 2003) 

C. Ordinance to accept Naming Rights contribution (Spring 2003) 
D. Ordinance to adopt Letter of Understanding for State Commitment (2003)  
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